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Every Reason for Greater Hospital
hr*VfeRY reason that should appeal to citl-
;X_i zenrf of Richmond lies behiud the effort
to raise aii adequate sum for the enlargement
and temporary endowment of the greater
Memorial Hospital. From the viewpoint of
civic pride, the advancement of the city's
just claim to be considered one of the medical
centers of this country depends, to a large
extent, on increased facilities for the prac¬
tice of medicine and surgery. From- the
[purely selfish aspect, the physical welfare of
ier people calls for the establishment of a

lospltal for contagious diseases. And, worth¬
iest of all less self-seeking considerations, it
is Richmond's duty to take care of her col-

It;. ored people.

Roosevelt and Bryan may not go to the
'

v national conventions, but they are both long-
'distance talkers.

Mr. Blakslee Is a Man, Anyhow
|j nr-IMES without number, men serving in
|P 1 executive departments have become dis¬

gusted with the playing of politics by leg¬
islators, municipal, State and national. It
Isn't often, however, that they have both the
courage and the opportunity shown and

| seized by Fourth Assistant Postmaster-General
Blakslee, when he appeared before the Senate
Post-Office Committee and told the committee
what he thought of its actions.
As an expert, he informed the committee

¦ that, by taking the steps desired by the rall-
roads and opposed by the Post-OIUce Depart¬
ment: it had disorganized S00 rural delivery
routes and inconvenienced X00.000 citizens.
Ab a citizen, he avowed he had openly opposed
the committee's amendments and had at¬
tempted to defeat them. Viewing the Post-
Office Department as a eemlmilltary organlza-

% tiou and the Senate committee as a sort of
iv superior officer. Mr. Blakslee was out of step
jr with discipline. At any rate, be is a man.
-And the chances are be was. ami is, right in

.;.' his contentions.

P .

Mr. Taft, as head ol the League to En-
v force Peace, might practice the plan In har-
' monizing the Republicans and the I'ro-

gressives.

George the Fifth Still King
h POH months we have been wondering whatJr had become of George the Fifth, of Great

Britain and Ireland and of British Dominions
Beyond the Seus, King, Defender of the Faith,
and Emperor of India. Kitchener, Asuulth,
Lloyd George, Churchill and a lot of others

y at home liavo been doing things, and the
ljr> world has heard of them. A number of sol-
J diers, too. bearing English. Scotch and Irish

names, have been mentioned as being rather
busy, in France, in Belgium, in the Near Fast
and in the Far Fast. But we hadn't heard
much about the Kjrig. the1,sovereign ruler of

...«. all these men and millions of others.
t

On Friday, however. we learned he was still
j'' there, Just being .King. He signed the com¬

pulsion bill, and said: "I have deemed it
necessary to enroll every able-bodied man be¬
tween the ages of eighteen and forty-one."
No doubt, he had a hard time making up his
mind just what to do, ami it must be a great
relief now that he has reached a stern con-
elusion. And. anyhow, we know where he i6.

:
<. The jury in the Waite case either thoughtK.' the State's alienists were more export than
lp< Waite's own private alienists, or decided to
I !^>e a common-seiise Jury and pay no attention
pV to either lot.

^

More Grade Crossings Going

Elimination of grade crossings is too
well recognized, both by railroads and

ublic, as desirable to justify sustaining argu¬
ment. Every progressive community, and
every progressive railroad company, seeks to
minimize the dangers and inconveniences
caused by th» -e survivals of unwise construe-

l tion as speedily as conditions permit. Never-
? i thel ess, there are many such survivals, or

relics, in and about Richmond, so the pros¬
pect of eliminating three at one time, or at
least considerably reducing their use, will

wj be particularly welcome.
If Some years ago the rjuer.r oi l bridge at the
Hit foot of Eighth Street was removed and the

Canal bridged by a continuation of Eighth
Street. This to some extent relieved the
traffic on Seventh and Ninth Streets. Now
this traffic and the frequent congestion will
be further relieved by the construction of a
viaduct connecting the lines of tho Atlantic
Coa.;t Line Railroad and those of the Chesa¬
peake and Ohio Railway. But of more im-
oortance than the facilitation of the traffic,
'.he reason for the grade crossings at Seventh,
Eighth and Ninth Streets will largely
disappear.

( Several hundred laborers were dropped
Ifi} Baltimore's pay roll the oth'-r day. If
It had happened in Richmond there would

l,ye been threats of a councilmans iuvesti-
lon. "Don't disturb the boys." is ihe
tto of some municipal statesmen.

Vagaries of Deadly Germs
IIVOLITY has no part in the wonder,
irouscd by, consideration of the Waite
Ier case, as to how much the scientists
t about germs, after all. Waite tes-

that he plied his victims with millions
j, typhoid, diphtheria, anthrax «nd

iotUer virulent bacillus he could get
iV But that he had to resort to arsenic,

ft;

ground glass, sulplional ami chloroform In
order to kill them.
On tho other hand, In spite of countless

precautions against them, men, women and
childreu die from the effects of these verv
germs every day. Why is it that the health*,
the protected, fall before the attacks of
tjphoid. diphtheria and all the others, while
persons deliberately infected with them seem
immune? Belief in the efficacy of germ-
destroying agents and in the knowledge of
scientists suggests that the germs obtained
by Walte were dead when he used them, or
. bat in guarding himself he rendered them
innocuous to others. Another possibility is
bat the murderer didn't get what he paid
lor. There may be tricks in the doadlv-
germ business, as in other trades.

Members of Congress are up in arms be¬
cause Postmaster-General Burleson is said
to have done some lobbying ipimical to tho
interests of the railroad lobby. They don't
explain how they would have taken it if the
rostmaster-General had lobbied in behalf of
the railroads. But what's the Post-Ofllce De¬
partment among friends?

Renewed Talk of Peace

p RESIDENT WILSON'S interest in peace
merely reflects the interest of the world.

Humanity wearies of such bloody sacrifices
as this great war daily entails. Neutrals as
weU as belligerents pray for the time when
this bitter cup shall be taken from the lips of
mankind, and this prayer was voiced, in effect
In the President s carefully worded speech be- j
fore tlie League to Enforce Peace, on Sat.ir-
day night, ile realized it was not his part
to discuss the immediate program of the
league, and he. said so. Nevertheless, he,
with the league and the rest of the thinking
world, ardently longs for peace.

But peace, now ns since the war began is
a question of terms. There never was a time
when either side could not have brought a
cession °f hostilities by yielding to the
"111 of the enemy. For the allies to make
peace on any conditions that do not include
the evacuation of Belgium and the occupied
portions of France and some reparation for

inLC[Uei,Wr°n,gS doue tbe »e»6lnn people is
conceivable only on the hypothesis that the
allies have lost their capacity for a sustained
offensive.

Peace talk comes principally from Ger¬
many. This does not indicate that Germany
is crushed, for the recent, demonstrations of
her military power disprove any such as¬
sumption. but it does show, we believe, that
Germany's rulers realize she has reached the
irnits of her powers and of her conquests, and
that trom this time on there must be a steadv
retrocession. That retrocession may be slow',
but it will be sure.

In our own judgment, there is little real
chance of peace until after the next allied
offensive. The success or failure of that
enterprise will indicate where military
superiority resides, or. as the President Is
said to have concluded, that a stalemate has
been reached. Public opinion in the allied
countries would not indorse a peace con¬

cluded before the new armies of Britain and
the levies of Russia have had opportunity
to show what they are capable of aocouiplish-
uig. 'I here is a justified faith also in tho
potency of tho blockade.
We have heard much of the great allied

offensive, but if it is to be a realitv, it can-
not much longer be delayed. As matters
stand, the offensive, speaking generallv, is
yet iu the hands of the Germans and Aus- !
Hans. It seems Incredible, however, .hat i
there will not be another tremendous effort
to break through Germany's western line

If the President is right and there is a
stalemate, it will be known then to the world '

I ben will come the time to talk of p,.aoe'
wit , some reasonable hope that what is jaid
wi l receive, not only world-wide attention
but also world-wide favor.

Meanwhile, it is well that the nations, and
particularly this country, as the one. great
neutral power, should consider how peace
once made, may be forever kept. And. oxcent
tor certain definite terms outlined by the
resident, such as absolute freedom of the

seas no long, detailed agreements as to
specific points are necessary. Nor would
they be effective.

What is needed, what is absolutely ossen-
tlal, is a common code of morals, accepted
by all the nations and enforceable bv all tho
nations, in concert. Private warfare'bet ween
Indh Iduals is no longer possible iu organized
society, because organized society takes juris-
diction nf private disputes and settles them

e.J organized society. In its broadest sense'
shall include the nations as units, each 'of
which shall he subject to the government of
all. then permanent international peace will
bo assured and only then.

" ~ j
In a case of reckless automobile driving tho

I ollce Justice fined the offender $25. ji,.
appealed to the Hustings Court, and a jurv
reduced the fine to $2. if he had had an¬
other court to appeal to after that, he might
have been paid a reasonable sum fr* his
trouble.

I nwortby of Richmond's Labor Council

A l'T#°S1E2fIIER unworthy of the members
^ of Richmond's Central Trade and Labor
( ouncil are tho resolutions adopted bv that
body, opposing the preparedness parade which
most good citizens heartily favor as an evi¬
dence of this city's calm and deliberate recog¬
nition of the necessity for national prepared-
ness.

If this country should become Involved iu
war at this time.and this is nol bevond the
range of possibility, oven now.none would
suiter more from the disasters that would
inevitably result than the members of this
organization and their families. No laborer
in Richmond has more contempt for those
who urgo war because of contemplated profits
than has I he rimes-Dispatch; but when the
Central Trade and Labor Council charges bv
Clear implication, that all who advocate ade¬
quate preparedness are inspired by the same
motives that actuate "profit-mongers." it
P.aces itself outside the bounds of argument

It happens that many members in good
standing of unionized labor in Richmond are
also active and faithful members of the local
military organizations. We cannot believe
that they, at least, indorse the council's ln-
temperate resolutions.

A Federal judge in Chicago has been called
on to decide between two women, oach claim¬
ing to be the roal mother of a girl baby
Solomon's test was good in its dav but it

swordn'1 W°rk nOW' Th° J,UlKG h*Snt an-v

Within the last fortnight, J. p. Morgan &

..an J IS,000,000. if! when si, flics boy
tried to reduce this unearned increment by
a paltry $10,000. they made a fuss about it

SEEN ON THE SIDE
Another Failure.

Behold the man who has the pall
To think that ho fan drink It all.
Just why he thinks this no one knows.He ne'er has made the rumshops close-
But look upon him well to-day,
For he's duo soon to tloat away.

The I'ewalmlNt Sn?m
The Lord loves a pood loser.and so do

those who have just relieved the poor fellow
of his roll.

Slinkf*peare IJny by Day.
For the cheerful:

"Gnarling sorrow hath less power to bite
The man that mocks at it, and sets It light."

.King Richard It.. I. 3.For the logician: "There are occasions and
causes why and wherefoie in all things.".King Henry V., v. 1.For the charitable: "NVhate'er you think, good
words, I think, were best."-.King John,, iv. 2.
For the patient: "And thus the whirligig of

time brings In his revenges.".Twelfth Night,
v. 1.

Hopclenn, of Course.
Orubbs.What made that play such a failure?

Did it shock everybody?
Stuhbs.No; It shocked nobody.

Xntiirally.
"Why did Hanker Jones join the Humane

Society ?"
"1 don't know.unless he's opposed to the

overdraw check.'* M.

Hunting Intercut.
"Do the neighbors take much interest In your

son's cornet practice?"
"Lots of it.but imne of them so far has

actually carried out his threats." .

Not n t'linncc.
Slmpllcus.I seo the women are trying to

standardize their dress.
Cynlcus.Yes. tout it can't be dono. Any sex

that wears low pumps in the winter, high shoes
in the summer, V-necked dresses in the snow,and furs anil sweaters when even horses are
dropping dead from the heat, doesn't want anystandard dress. Besides, who's going to decide
on the standard?
Simplicus.Well, they might leave it to a

committee of sober-minded women. Say, a spe¬cial committee composed of women over forty.
Cynlcus.if they tried that, they'd insult

every woman they asked to serve on the com¬
mittee.

Saddest for Some.
The melancholy day will come.

The saddest of this year,
November first, when they will lose.
Their dearest friend, their good old bnoze.

Their whisky, wine and beer.
H. U

\o Deception.
.She.Don't tell me you were detained on legal

business. 1 can smell liquor on your breath.
Fie.'Strue as 1 live, my dear. Legal business

was inquest on Rum Demon.

Dellned.
"Solomons is a great statesman, is he not?"
"I suppose so. He holds a public office and he

has never yet been indicted."

Out with It.
0 Justice Hughes, please don't refuse
To tell us what you're thinking.

We sit and sigh and wonder why
You should continue shrinking.

There may be guys thought to be wise
Because of merely stalking.

1 tut you can bet the wisest yet
Display their wisdom talking.

M. L

To-Day'* llest Hand-Picked Joke.
"Was your courtship romantic?"
"A little bit. 1 met my v.ife on the seventy-

eighth floor of an ofllce building. We took the
elevator together. At the fifty-seventh floor we
became engaged. At the forty-ninth floor a
minister got on. We enlisted him, eventually
reached the ground floor, sent for a license
and were married.".Kans.i City Journal.

They Mldseil 1'IiIk tine.
The ancients were a lu ky crew

You've got to hand them that.
No one told them to walk in dew
To lose their surplus fat.

Health Talks, by Dr Wm. Brady
Save the Sto\eplpe

There always was a strong temptation to
destroy the stovepipe in the spring when father
finally not it down. A woman's soft I was
naturally stirred to its depth* t.\ the awful
scene, and instinctively she yearned to forestall
a repetition of the event. Then, again, ;i stove-
pipe is such an ugly thinrr, ev.-n when well
blacked and hidden from view. ;,s much as !
possible, by the whatnot or tit.- piano. And,finally, the plumber, the gas-fitter, the hard-
ware man.in fact, all the authorities.lately Jfound it convenient to assure the householder
that no stovepipe was.neoessarv with the new-
fangled gas stove, which, take i? from the
fellow with one to sell, "consumes all the
gases and does not pollute the air of the room."

Housewives, save your stovepipe it js the
best kind of health insurance, plumbers, gas-
fitters and stove-dealers to the contrary not- jI withstanding.
Where there is smoke there is probably some

fire. That is a proverb. Where there is fire
there is certainly combustion. That is- com- jImon sense. Where there is combustion there
is some carbonic-acid gas produced. the fuel
coal oil. pas, wood or coal. That is a scientific
fact, and it cannot be dispelled by a plumber's
logic. Carbonic-acid gas (carbon dioxidei must
be produced when carbon burns.and it is the
carbon in coal, wood, oil or ciis that burns to
produce heat. Carbonic-acid nas is produced in
the blood .>>" the combustion of food (ftie'.i ;,tid
given off to the air l»y the lungs. Thus the
effect of a uas stove, oil stove or other burner
in a room without a stovepipe to carry off the
carbonic-acid gas is precisely the same as that
of a crowd of people in the room.the air is
polluted and soon becomes poisonous.
Carbonic-acid-gas poisoning is very slow and

insidious.it takes a whole season to get in its
work. But the effects are, nevertheless, matii
fest. that tired feeling, spring fever, dull head¬
aches. poor appetite, anaemia, sallow complexion,lack of ambition, poor circulation, nervousness,
in liability, cantankerous disposition (husbands,
have a heart!) and a strong conviction of the
"need >>f a good tonic." The tonic needed is the
open air. where the victim escapes the carbonic-
acid-gas poisoning. I
Do not confuse carbonic-acid uas (carbon

dioxide) with coal gas (carbon monoxide). The
latter is a deadly poison, a quick one, too. it
is formed when combustion is incomplete, when
the drafts are poor. It causes the blue flame
you see over a coal fire or gas tire, if ji escapes

I inio the room. It is odorless, but fatal,
Likewise, do not imagine, as the gas-stove and

oil-stove man would have you imagine, thatj because you can't smell anything the air is notj polluted. Neither carbonic-acid gas nor the very
poisonous carbon monoxide has any color. Nor
can carbonic-acid gas l»e "consumed."
Put your stovepipe away carefully for next

year. Wetter stand father's annual attack of
aberration than to take any chances with the
health of the household.

The Shrinking of Fibroid*.
1« |t possible to shrink or cute fibroids hymedicinal and electrical treatment? ] have

some pain, but never any hemorrhage.
Answer.Yes, In some instances. It seems

that fibroid tumors sometimes undergo natural«volutton at the tlmk of the menopause. But
such treatment la efficacious only In a minorityof the cases treated. It is only a popr alterna¬tive for surgery.

News of Fifty Years Ago
(From tho Richmond Dispatch. May 29, 18t?6.)

In tho Henrico County election, held day he-fore yesterday, II. S. McCJruder was elected totho House of Delegates over Mr. English by theclose majority of twenty-three.
All of the regular trains now pass over thoRichmond and Petersburg Railroad Hrldge,much to tho delight of the passengers, who cannow and forever hereafter talte the cars attho Byrd Street Station instead of having topaddle over to Manchester.
General Nelson A. Miles, the autocratic com¬mandant at Fortress Monroe, has received ex¬plicit orders to allow Mr. Davis the freedom oftho grounds of the fort on his own parole ofhonor. The doughty general has also been or¬dered to allow Mr. Davis's counsel free accessto Mr. Davis's apartments and private inter¬view with him whenever ihey desire. GeneralMiles Is reluctantly complying with the orders.
The report prepared by the New York Cham¬ber of Commerce and just made public showsthat the total number of vessels captured by th«Confederate privateers during the war was 2X3.their tonnage being 132,307. The estimatedvalue of vessels and cargoes is put down at$25,546,000.
Charles O'Connor and Richard Sheay, of New^ ork, counsel for Jefferson Davis, arrived atFortress Monroe last night. They will haveprivate interviews with Mr. Davis to-day andto-morrow.
Rumors to the contrary notwithstanding, thetrial of Mr. Davis will not take place in June.It may come off In the fall, but even that Isdoubtful. Stevens and Sumner have not yettrot ton all of the political capital they need outof the event. They will find mime way to keepthe trial off.
The lower House of Congress yesterday pass¬ed th.? bill appropriating <l'i.000 for the imme¬diate repair of the Loiik Hridge at Washingtonwhich connects the District of Columbia withVirginia, and which was made famous In 1S»>5by the wild ride of .1. Wilkes Booth across the

snme, in his wonderful oft »rt to escape.
Enormous soles of yellow leaf tobacco atNeal's warehouse In Danville last week estab¬lished a new record. Some of the yellow leafsold as high as $155 per ion pounds Two Rich¬mond men.J. R. Pace and John Nelson.werelarge buyers at the fnncv Ogures
The New York Clearlng-House reports that(he shipments of gold to Europe last weekamounted to $11,000,000, th lamest in any oneweek in the history of the country.

Chats With Virginia Editors
The vilest of nil Is the following from theNorfolk Ledger-Dispatch "With rich prospects

upon the death of his father-in-law. Dr. Waito
f ouldn't."

Somebody advances the theory that nggres-slve, Inipuisive n-'-ople usual'y have black eyesRy birth or by acquisition'.'.Norfolk Virgln-.an-Pilot. Sometimes one and then again theot her.

The sarcastic Newport News Times-Herald I
says: 'Richmond delegates will not tell howthey stnnd as between Class and James. Wisedelegates. Otherwise they would not have a
chance to flirt with the candidates."

The Hopewell Press says: "Well, since pr*-pa redness parades are in order, what is the t
matter with llopewell having ;t demonstration'.'V\*<> could hardly surpass the New York paradeindulge^ in by 150,000 people, but we could pa¬rade, and invite Petersburg and Richmond andNorfolk to come over and help us."

The Lynchburg News runs In a little protest
as follows: "No: we won't do it! We distinct¬ly decline compliance with the earnest requestof a subscriber that we administer scorchingrebuke to what he terms the present immodestmode of woman's dress. We tvon't even grantthat It is immodest: nor do we go to the ex- |tent of saying that it conforms to the require- |pients of extreme modesty. A flat refusal to
olscttss the question is hereby and herein re¬
corded. We shamelessly confess that /ive are
too timid to enter the arena of disputation as
to what women should wear, and how and when
-the length of skirt; Its closely clinging na-

ture, nor the fullness thereof, nor anything i
about it." !
The home idea doivn on the lower Rappahan¬nock is great. The Urhanna Sentinel. the

spokesman for that region, says: "W«j are
pleased to see so many of our citizens takingpride In their homes. Th* word "home,* next
to that of 'mother,' Is the greatest ever uttered
by human tongue. What a refuse the home Is |when the darkness gathers! How glad one Is
to pet :. glimpse of home when time and spacehave separated him from It. if even hut for a
i rief period! Thete seems to be it good-na-
tured rivalry here in an effort to make "our
home" look a little neater and thus be the
more Inviting to the occupants than all others
Such rivalry is certainly pardonable."

Queries and Answers
OrclnrntInn of Wart .Jnek Jnhnnon.

Z. T .Only Congress has the power to de¬
clare war. Jack Johnson Is alive.

Old Coins, ICto.
List* front <'. Nelson Policy. A. S Andrews.

Mike klinc. Mrs. II. II. J. and Miss M. contain
nothing worth selling.

About Richmond I'. ilolisoti.
A Reader.After sinking the Merrlmac

In Santiago harbor on June 3, 1S9S. Lieutenant
Hobson was captured by the Spaniards and held
prisoner until July f>.

Kcrnnrnn Kmulslon.
C. M .To make kerosene emulsion, lake hard

soap, one-half pound: boiling water, one gal-
Ion. kerosene, two gallons. Dissolve the soap
in witer and the kerosene (away froni the fire),
and churn with a pump by pumping hack and
forth. Dilute from ten to fifteen times before
using. 1'se strong emulsion for scale insects.
Dilute ten to twelve times for plant lice and
soft-bodied hugs. It Is good to destroy bugs
on roses and other plants.

The Voice of the People
I.KT'I'KHS TO TftK KDITOR should not he

o\er 2J»o words in length. <»,td the nnme nnd nd-
dress of the writer must accompany each com- .

iiiualciitioii, not necessarily for publication, but
an evidence of good faith. Our friends are

nsked to write on one side of «lie paper only,
mid to Inclose stamps If the return of unavail¬
able iiuintlKcriptN is expected.

More About West Virginia Debt.
To the Kditor of The Times-Dispatch:j

Sir,. Since sending a note on how the candi-
dates for high oflices in West Virginia view
the Virginia debt, State Senator Rosenbloom. of
Wheeling. W. Va., a Republican. blooms out
with the novel thought that for West Virginia1
to pa> the debt would be equivalent to fining
her for her loyalty to the Stars and Stripes.
lie is a candidate for the United States Senate,
and. if elected, will use all of his energy in the
attempt t" have the Federal government pay
the debt for value received from West Virginia
in the War Between the States. Senator Rosen-
idoom's plan is more feasible than Senator
Chilton's, but the re-establishment of saloons.
utnler a law similar to the Ohio law, and con-
tiibuting the tax to the payment of the debt,
would be the quickest and most natural solution.
Prohibition has become very unpopular with
many persons who voted for it in West Vir-
vlitis*, and if the amendment is resubmitted It
will he voted out. Prohibition does not pav
debts, and Is much less of a virtue than Is hon¬
esty. Kdit.orially certain of the lending West
Virginia papers do not mention the process
about to be applied for by Virginia. Politics
is the subject of their discourse, and as the
Attorney-General is away from home on a
iwo weeks' canvass in his own interest,"and as
the Governor is spending much time away from
the Capitol, denouncing the Attorney-General,
with the State Treasurer and Auditor busily
campaigning in their respective, own behalves,
there may he no one at home when the sheriff '
comes to levy. The Cnpltol building, with an¬
nex. is worth, with contents, $25,000.
These could be taken in return for the $25,-

on.i which Virginia paid the. commissioner In
the ease, while the suit went ngnlnst West Vir¬
ginia. and the court expected West Virginia to
pay him, but the West Virginia lawyers made
no move, and the court requested Mr. Anderson
to pay, and charge to West Virginia. Attorney-General Anderson, for Virginia, was too polite
to protest, yet this stilt was pending through
the lifetime of John G. Carlisle, Chief Jxmtlec
Fuller and others employed in the case.

THOMAS R. EVANS.
Eskdate, W. Va., May 20. 1

When You Ask About Your Vacation
0»e of the Day's Hest Cartoon*.

i vwrnmi
,.-''i * "

. * wh v- WHY
i'o lme to take
mv vacation

soon.i;

From th»! St. J<-'i>*ph News-Presi-

EATING INSECTS IN SELF-DEFENSE
nv FHKnr.Hic .1. m ask in.

WASHINGTON, May 28..Not lone
ngo Dr. L. O. Howard, rhl«f of the
Bureau of Entomology, which Is that
branch of the Department of Agricul¬
ture devoted to the study of Insects,
caused to bo dug up on the department
grounds a number of biy, fat, white
grubs, or garden plugs of the sort you
frequently turn up when digging for
bait. These were not intended for bait,
however. Dr. Howard turned them
over to another government scientist.
Dr. Langworthy. who wears the title
of chief of the Bureau of Home Rco-
nomlcs/ and knows more about cook¬
ing than anybody else in Washington.
Dr. Langworthy presented the worms
to his most skillful chef, who made of
them a rich broth, thickened with
chopped lettuce leaves and seasoned
with salt, pepper and paprika. In this
unusual form the grubs returned to the
Initiator of the enterprise, Dr Howard,
who consumed :i cup of the worm
soup with yreat pusto nnd proclaimed
it delicious Mnu of his assistants
courageously backed the chief, and he.
too. said the soup was good. There
was no argument.
These conservative scientists were

not merely Indulging an exotic taste
for an insectivorous diet Neither of
. Item hail ever knowingly consumed
any insects before. Hut they shared
a serious scientific conviction that ln-
se. ts are an excellent human food,
which Is beini; almost entirely neglect¬
ed by civilized man; and they wished
nt once to put their beliefs to the
tost, and to give a practical demon¬
stration of the edibility of bugs.
The argument in favor of eating

insects is literally unanswerable. Like¬
wise the prejudice among moat iivi-
liied peoples against eating inserts
almost Insuperable. So the situation is
a deadlock. A sutli. ient number of
exalted examples, like that of Dr.
Howard, might sutlluo to break it If
New York society, for example, would
take up cockchafer on toast and grass¬
hopper omelette, there is little doubt
but what these dishes would come
into general favor. An administration
really desirous of lowering the cost of
living might do much by having some
of the more savory native insects
served at the White House table. Dr
Howard has made a beginning. Let
whoso has the courage follow him.

Olher I'ond llrcomlntc Nearer.
The matter Is of far more moment

than appears at a glance The popula¬
tion of the earth Is increasing «t a
great rate, nnd everywhere food is be¬
coming more difficult to obtain. Es¬
pecially Is this true of animal food.
JKed meat, llsh, shellfish and the
Crustacea arc becoming scarce. The
last .if these, the Crustacea, including
the lobsters, shrimps and crabs, are
tlrst cousins to the Insects, having the
same sort of flesh and structure. Vet
the lobster soars to unheard-of prices
and Is threatened with extinction,
while his near relative, the June bug,
has escaped all consideration as 'an
article of diet.
Our refusal to eat Insects is Incon¬

sistent. squeamish and ridiculous.that
is apparent. This Is not the end of
the matter, however. It may he stated
with almost literal truth that sooner or
Inter we will ha\« to eat the insects
in self-defense. Modern life on this
plahet Is a battle between man and the
Insects.nnd the latter are in every
physical respect better fitted to sur¬
vive. All other forms of life have been
subjugated by man so far as he has
come in contact with them. Only the
insect remains in almost undiminished
numbers, and continues to menace the
life and well-being of the human lacc.
Grasshoppers descend upon our crops
and leave whole States and nations to
famine. Several Central American re¬
publics are now In a starving condi¬
tion as a result of these pests. The
boll weevil, creeping southward, threat¬
ens the life of a great Industry. Moths
devour the shnle trees of whole cities;
house flies take thousands of lives by
acting as disease-carriers, and the mos¬
quito, laden with yellow fever and
malaria, kills more men than any wild
animal that ever inhabited the earth.

Will Insect* .Survive .Mnnf
So modern life Is in a very real

Benso a desperate struggle between
nmn and the Insects. Some scientists
believe that It is the insects who will
survive, and that they will own the
earth long after every other form of
life has perished. Dr. Howard believes
that man will ultimately overcome the
insects by reason of his superior In¬
telligence: and the valiant battle which
his department is waging against the
insect enemies of American agriculture
is an impressive demonstration of his
theory. But whether we are to con¬
quer or not, it is certain that the strug¬
gle is really desperate, and It promises
to hecome more so as man extends
his dominion over the tropics, which
are the most productive part of the
earth, and have so far been kept in a
state of wilderness largely by the In¬
sects. who carry death to every In¬
truder.
Now In this struggle for existence, It

is evident thst our enemies have one
great advantage over us In that they
live upon the spoils of war, while we
,do not. A pest of grasshoppers de¬
scends upon Kansas, and lays waste the
country. The farmers go forth with
poison and traps to destroy them.
There is heavy loss on both sides. But
the grasshoppers llv^ upon the sub¬
stance of the farmers, while every cent
which the farmer spends In destroying
the Insects Is a complete loss. Now,
just suppose that roasted and salted
grasshopper was a staple food with
civilized man as it is In North Africa.
Corporations would pay the farmers
large sums for the grasshopper rights
of their, lands. ^The Insects would be
gathered* by the ton tn hugo machines
designed for the purpose, and shipped
to all parts of the world. The crops

Z:V? b" the farmers would

,,
npat royalty to boot.
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Ulinn"8r

These thinps sound all right, per¬
haps they taste all rl^ht; hut for some

Prejudice°ia -

t iejudloe is always stronger thin
Ir.pic. and It will probably take much
time and experimont to overcome the

aect"food. r,V",ZCd man I-

A ltnli>Tnr I'oTvder Plant.
A process has been devised hv the

which punpowder and other
h ph explosives can be manufactured
aboard a railway train in motion The
machinery includes devices for' per-
formlnp all the essential operations
or powder-makinp, from Ihe Urst com¬
pounder, where the elements are mixed
through press, a cutting wheel, a- hot-
alr drying apparatus, to a glazing cyl-
"«"

i
Riving the grains thejr final

polish. If the whole proves as practi¬
cal as the inventor believes it will ita

"il. he to render powder plants
less liable to destruction in time of
war than is the case at present r«
will also be possible to manufacture
explosives in tne very train that is
carrying them to the front.

A Hymn of Chllil Welfnre.
O God of little children, whom Thou

on earth didst love.
I.ook down ,to-day and bless them from

heaven high above,
Our orchards and our vineyards we till

with zealous chro
But child-plants. unprotected. are

drooping everywhere.

O God of little children, teach ua to
know their worth,

Of such shall be Thy kingdom in
heaven and on earth

An" IClfZV T»y
T° et"rn,,T'' "" bl°3"'n,S

0 God of little Children, we have no
wealth beside,

no

Teach us to seek and save them by
effort nation-wide-

y

To fight the foes that threatenr the
weeds and pest and blight

T-or every child-plant growing i's nrft
clous In Thy sight.

P

O God of little children, Thy gnrden
shall be tlllod,

*ard«n

By us whose hearts are wakened. Thv
prophecies fulfilled;

y

Tho desert, long neglected, shall bios.
som as the roie,

08

With health and hope and freedom for
.i tlov«ry °hild that arowa.

~ viv hltford Anderson, in the Sur.
> ey.


